Spinal cord injury in newborns from use of umbilical artery catheters: report of two cases and a review of the literature.
Umbilical artery catheter use in sick newborns has been associated with infarction of major organs such as the intestine and kidneys; spinal cord infarction has also been reported but is rare. We report two cases of spinal cord infarction and review the six others in the literature for preventable or predisposing conditions. Infusion of blood and hypertonic solutions, shock, and high position of the catheter tip were associated with infarction of the anterior spinal cord in these infants.